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Introduction:

This document outlines the St. Michael Catholic School (SMCS) protocol for learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. While

we have much to be thankful for, COVID-19 is still present in our area and presents a viable risk to our school community.

In crafting this protocol, we reviewed recommendations from multiple sources, including healthcare professionals.

*This protocol is subject to modification based upon guidance from the Indiana State Department of Health, the Centers

for Disease Control, guidance from the Delaware County Health Department, and/or county metrics.

Monitoring:

Parents and guardians should remain aware of the signs of COVID-19. Some of them include:

Fever of 100.4°F or higher (we have a touchless digital thermometer at school)

Atypical congestion, cough, shortness of breath, and/or difficulty breathing

Diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting

Chills, especially prolonged chills with shaking

Unexplained body pain

Headache and/or sore throat

New loss of taste or smell

If a child experiences these symptoms, please do not send them to school. If we observe these symptoms at school, we

will quickly isolate the child and arrange for pickup. When a child is sick and cannot attend school, call 765.288.5878. If

nobody answers, leave a voicemail.

Vaccinations:

Vaccinations are encouraged, but are not mandated for SMCS students or staff.

*Please see below section on Positive Cases for protocols on contact tracing and quarantines.

Prevention:

SMCS will be taking the following measures to prevent the spread of disease:

Face Masks

Masks are encouraged, especially for those who are not vaccinated, and SMCS can provide masks as needed. As

the use of face masks is not currently mandated by the State of Indiana, SMCS will not require that masks be



worn by staff or students. However, current federal regulations require that all persons riding a bus must wear a

mask, regardless of age.

Water Fountains

Since the hallway water fountains will be turned back on this year, SMCS will not be providing bottled water.

Students and staff are encouraged to bring bottles of water from home. Water filling stations will be available.

Personal Habits

All persons will be encouraged to cover their mouth when they cough or sneeze and wash their hands

immediately after. Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the school, and all persons are invited to bring their

own hand sanitizer. Hand washing with soap and water is encouraged before and after eating, before and after

recess, before and after sharing supplies or toys, and after using the restroom.

Social Distancing

The Indiana State Department of Health recommends social distancing of 6 feet for unvaccinated individuals who

are unmasked and 3 feet for unvaccinated individuals wearing a mask.

Outdoor Learning

Teachers are encouraged to conduct outdoor learning when appropriate.

Cleaning and Disinfecting

SMCS has acquired disinfecting spray and wipes. Desks, chairs, doors, and other high-touch surfaces will be

regularly disinfected.

Positive Cases:

If a student tests positive for COVID-19, notify the school immediately. Asymptomatic individuals exposed to someone

with COVID-19 are no longer required to contact trace or quarantine. Families will be notified of exposure to a positive

case so that they can self-monitor for symptoms.

If a positive case is reported for people over 5 years old:

● The person testing positive will need to isolate for 5 days (no matter vaccination status) and can return masked

for days 6 - 10 with improving symptoms and without fever for 24 hours without medication

● Wearing masks around others outside of the home and school for days 6 - 10 is encouraged

If a positive case is reported for students between 2 and 5 years old:

● Child should isolate at home for 5 days

● May return to school on day 6 if fever free for 24 hours without medication AND can correctly and consistently

mask for days 6 & 7

● Children who cannot correctly and consistently mask may quarantine for 7 days and return to school unmasked

on day 8



Quarantining:

Students who are asymptomatic no longer need to quarantine. However, students who develop symptoms after being

identified as a close-contact, should stay home and isolate, get tested and seek medical attention if they are at high-risk.

eLearning:

Quarantined students will be required to participate in eLearning. This will differ depending on grade level.  It is critical

that all people view eLearning Days as real school days, not “free” days. Students will be given assignments that will be

graded. If the work is not completed, children will receive a “0” for the assignment and be counted as an unexcused

absence for the day. We have purchased additional technology to better support remote learning.

In the event that Governor Holcomb or Bishop Doherty issues a directive to switch to remote learning due to COVID-19,

we will communicate a plan at that time. Families should be aware that this is a possibility and develop a plan for how

they would handle a sudden school closure. As always, we will make every effort to maintain in-person learning.


